
SATISFACTORY 

ACADEMIC PROGRESS 

POLICY 

• Minimum Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA): 

In order to receive federal financial aid or other need-based 
aid, a student’s cumulative grade point average (GPA) must 
meet the minimum requirement as defined below: 
Undergraduate Students: 
Undergraduate students who have attempted fewer than 60 
semester hours must have a cumulative GPA of at least 1.8. 
Undergraduate students who have attempted 60 or more 
semester hours must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0. 
Graduate Students: 
Graduate students must meet the GPA requirements        
determined and monitored by the Graduate School. 

• Minimum Credit Hour Completion Rate (PCT): 

All students (graduate and undergraduate) must earn a    
minimum of two-thirds or 66.6% of the credit hours that they 
have attempted at UNC Charlotte (does not include transfer 
credit hours).   
Example: At the end of the spring 2008 semester, a student 
has attempted a total of 30 credit hours at UNC Charlotte.  
In order to receive financial aid for future semesters, the  
student must have earned at least 20 of those credit hours  
(30 x 0.666 = 20). 

• Maximum Credit Hours for Financial Aid (HRS): 

Each student has a maximum time frame during which they 
can   receive financial aid.  To remain eligible for financial aid 
at UNC Charlotte, students must complete their degree   
program requirements within 150 percent of the published 
length of their degree program.  All attempted hours are 
counted, including transfer hours, whether or not financial 
aid was received, or whether or not the coursework was    
successfully completed. 
Undergraduate Students:  If an undergraduate degree       
program requires 120 semester credit hours to complete, then 
a student is eligible for financial aid during the first 180   
attempted credit hours as an undergraduate. 

(120 x 150% = 180 maximum attempted credit hours for 
financial aid eligibility). 

Graduate Students:  Graduate students must complete their 
degree within the maximum time frame as determined and 
monitored by the Graduate School. 
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SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC 

PROGRESS (SAP) 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students who have failed to meet one or more of the    
Satisfactory Academic Progress requirements are not     
eligible for financial aid; however, financial aid eligibility 
may be regained if:  

1. The student raises his/her cumulative GPA to the 
minimum standard as defined in the Satisfactory   
Academic Progress Policy requirements through hours 
earned at UNC Charlotte within the student’s      
program of study (without financial aid); And, 

2. The student’s credit hour completion rate has been 
brought up to the standard as defined in the          
Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy requirements by 
successfully completing coursework within the       
program of study at UNC Charlotte or at another 
institution (without financial aid).  However, if      
enrolling elsewhere, the student must complete the 
appropriate transient study forms from the University 
Registrar’s office and have the coursework               
pre-approved by UNC Charlotte prior to enrolling at 
the other institution; 

3. Maximum Time Frame.  Once the time limit has 
been exceeded, then aid eligibility ends, even if the 
student is in compliance with the other two standards. 

 

 

 

 

Federal regulations allow for certain cases in which the      
Office of Student Financial Aid may waive the standards.  
Appeals will be considered if a student’s failure to comply 
with one or more standards of Satisfactory Academic    
Progress is due to events beyond the student’s control.   
 

More information about appeal procedures and appeal 
deadlines can be found on the Office of Student Financial 
Aid website: http://www.uncc.edu/finaid/SAP.html.    
 

Satisfactory Academic Progress Appeal forms are available 
in the Office of Student Financial Aid and can be printed 
online at: http://www.uncc.edu/finaid/Forms.html. 
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The federal financial aid programs at UNC 
Charlotte are authorized under Title IV of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965, as 
amended.   
 

The Act states that a student must maintain 
satisfactory academic progress in the course 
of study (s)he is pursuing, according to the 
standards and practices of the institution at 
which the student is in attendance.   
 

The federal Title IV programs include    
Federal Pell Grants, Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grants, Federal 
and State Student Incentive Grants, Federal 
Work Study, Federal Stafford Loans 
(subsidized and unsubsidized), Federal    
Perkins Loans, and Federal PLUS loans.   
 

For purposes of consistency and equity 
among all    students receiving aid, UNC 
Charlotte applies the  following standards 
to all students receiving federal Title IV aid 
and all students receiving any other      
need-based aid, including institutionally and 
state funded sources. 
 

All students (full time, part time, graduate 
and undergraduate) who wish to qualify for 
financial aid while attending UNC       
Charlotte must meet certain standards of 
Satisfactory Academic Progress.   

These standards include a minimum cumulative 
Grade Point Average (GPA), a minimum credit 
hour completion rate, and the completion of a 
degree or program of study within a maximum 
number of credit hours (See Satisfactory       
Academic Progress Requirements). 
 

For the purpose of determining financial aid 
eligibility, the Office of Student Financial Aid 
will evaluate a student’s entire academic record 
at UNC Charlotte and will compare the       
student’s record to the Satisfactory Academic 
Progress requirements at the end of each spring 
semester.   
 

If a student’s application for financial aid 
(FAFSA) is received after the first review is   
conducted, the student’s academic progress for 
financial aid purposes will be reviewed at the 
time the application for financial aid is received. 
 

These standards are applied to all semesters or 
terms during which the student was enrolled, 
regardless of whether or not the student        
received financial aid for those prior terms of 
enrollment.   
 

Students who have been re-admitted as a result 
of the “two year rule” or “associate rule” (refer 
to the University course catalog) must still meet 
the standards of Satisfactory Academic Progress 
in order to be eligible for financial aid.   
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ACADEMIC PROGRESS 

POLICY 

Students who fail to meet one or more of 
the Satisfactory Academic Progress         
standards at the time their academic       
progress is reviewed are not eligible for    
financial aid, including summer terms.   
 

Students who are suspended at the end of 
the spring semester, but are allowed to    
enroll in the summer term as a condition of 
their reinstatement, are not eligible for   
financial aid during the summer terms. 
 

The Office of Student Financial Aid will 
notify students of their failure to meet the 
standards of Satisfactory Academic Progress 
by email; however, it is the students’       
responsibility to stay informed of the     
University’s Satisfactory Academic Progress 
standards and to monitor their own        
academic progress.  Each student is         
responsible for knowing his/her own status 
whether or not (s)he receives this             
notification. 
 

Eligibility may be regained by remedying all 
deficiencies (see Regaining Eligibility for 
Financial Aid).  In rare cases, exceptions are 
granted through a formal appeal process 
(see Satisfactory Academic Progress         
Appeals).  Information about the appeal 
procedures and deadlines can be found on 
the Office of Student Financial Aid website: 
http://www.uncc.edu/finaid/SAP.html.    


